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Summary:

The op-ed by Ambassador Duke Buchan commemorates the 30th anniversary of the U.S.-
Spain Agreement on Defense Cooperation. This significant agreement, signed in 1988, has
played a crucial role in shaping the defense relationship between the United States and
Spain. The op-ed reflects on the enduring partnership and the strategic importance of the
bilateral defense cooperation that has developed over the past three decades.

Ambassador Buchan highlights the strategic significance of the naval base in Rota and the
air base in Moroén de la Frontera. These bases serve as critical support nodes for Spanish,
NATO, and U.S. forces, providing essential infrastructure and support for various military
operations and missions. The presence of U.S. forces in Spain under this agreement
underscores the mutual commitment to security and defense shared by both nations.

The article emphasizes how the collaboration at these bases enhances the operational
capabilities and readiness of both Spanish and American military forces. The bases play a
pivotal role in joint exercises, training, and missions, fostering interoperability and
strengthening the military alliance. The cooperation also extends to broader NATO
initiatives, highlighting Spain's vital role in the alliance's strategic framework.

Ambassador Buchan's op-ed celebrates the shared values and objectives that underpin
the U.S.-Spain military alliance. It acknowledges the contributions of Spanish and
American service members who work together to ensure the security and stability of the
transatlantic region. The op-ed also looks forward to the future, expressing confidence that
the strong defense partnership will continue to thrive and adapt to emerging security
challenges.

The article concludes with a toast to the enduring friendship and cooperation between the
United States and Spain, reaffirming the commitment to a robust and dynamic military
alliance.



